
Traveling Vietnam 
exhibit comes to Tech
Exhibit showcasing 3,417 Vietnam-era dog tags on display at 
Texas Tech through Nov. 15
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A silver dog tag, one in the gleaming line of dozens, bears a 
name:

Lee R. Herron

USMC, 1 LT

22 Feb 1969

The curt abbreviations tell a story: Lee Roy Herron was a first 
lieutenant in the U.S. Marine Corps, and he was killed on Feb. 22, 
1969.

His name hangs with more than 3,000 others as part of the Texas 
Vietnam Heroes Exhibit. The traveling exhibit opened at the 
Museum of Texas Tech University on Tuesday, Oct. 29. It will be 
at Tech until Nov. 15.

The exhibit consists of 3,417 dog tags hanging from three tiers. 
Each tag represents one Texas soldier who was killed or went 
missing during the Vietnam War.
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A silver tag means the soldier was killed. A black tag means he 
or she went missing in action.

Joe Murfee, a former captain in the Army Signal Corps and 
himself a Vietnam veteran, searched carefully for Herron’s tag 
among the dangling sheets.

The two grew up together. Herron was a year behind Murfee at 
Lubbock High School.

“The last time I saw Lee Roy, he was at the Tech dorms getting 
ready to go (to Vietnam),” Murfee said. “It was just tragic. It’s 
really amazing to me that he didn’t survive.”

 

“It’s our way of saying, ‘Welcome home and you will not be 
forgotten,'” said Robert Floyd, executive chairman of the Texas 
Capital Vietnam Veterans Monument Committee.

The exhibit is part of a larger effort on the part of his organization 
to ensure Texas remembers and appreciates the legacy of the 
Vietnam War, he said.

The organization's mission centers around the construction of a 
large monument in Austin commemorating the servicemen and 
women from the state who died during the war.

The monument, a model of which stood in the center of Tuesday’s 
exhibit, will be a 14-foot-high bronze sculpture of five members of 
an Army infantry patrol. It will stand on the northeast grounds of 
the Capitol building.



Floyd said each dog tag in the heroes exhibit was hand-struck 
twice — once for inclusion in the traveling exhibit and another 
time to be cast into the bronze for the Capitol monument.

The dog tags hang in alphabetical order to make them easy to 
find for those seeking out names of loved ones. A sign in front of 
the exhibit reads: “Please Touch Dog Tags And Take Pictures.”

“This is an opportunity for people to really reach out and touch 
these things,” Floyd said. “What we hope people take away from 
it is an emotional healing.”

Since the exhibit debuted in March at the Lyndon B. Johnson 
Presidential Library in Austin, Floyd said he’s seen countless 
people have strong emotional reactions to the tags — kneeling in 
front of them, gripping them, kissing them.

“It brings the war into reality,” he said. “It gives people peace.”
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