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Kent Hance’s voice cracked as he announced to the Texas Tech System Board of Regents he 
would step down as chancellor at the end of the academic year.!!
The board went into a prolonged executive session to discuss the terms of Hance’s retirement 
at its regular meeting Friday, Oct. 11.!!
“I love this job above any job I’ve ever had,” Hance told the board.!!
Hance had said he wouldn’t retire until he completed the Vision & Tradition capital campaign he 
began in 2010. The campaign ended in August, amassing $1.069 billion.!!
Larry Anders, regents vice chairman, said Hance addressed the possibility of stepping down at 
the board’s last meeting on Aug. 9 and 10.!!
“At our last board meeting, he began to talk about what he wanted to do,” Anders said. “Once 
(the capital campaign) was completed, he wanted to step back and think about what he wanted 
to do after that.”!!
But Anders said in the weeks before this meeting, the board didn’t have a clear idea of whether 
or not Hance was going to choose to retire.!!
Anders would not comment on the specifics of what Hance and the board discussed during the 
executive session.!!
“The board was absolutely unanimous in its support of Kent and all of his achievements and all 
of the milestones on his watch,” Anders said.!!
At a news conference after the meeting, Hance said he will continue in his role until the board 
finds a new chancellor. When that happens, he will take on the title of chancellor emeritus.!!
Hance said his role as chancellor emeritus will be defined by the new chancellor. He will still 
keep an office on the Tech campus and will continue teaching his one-credit-hour seminar class 
on leadership.!!
He expressed interest in continuing certain duties, however.!!
“I would say that I would help in raising money or help in doing governmental affairs things — 
things I have a certain expertise in,” Hance said, “But only if the new chancellor wants me to.”!!
Hance said he wants to act as chancellor long enough to have a hand in selecting the new 
president for the Texas Tech Health Sciences Center in El Paso.!!



“I know that I can leave Texas Tech University in great shape,” Hance said.!!
Anders said the board has not assembled a search committee yet to find Hance’s replacement, 
though he speculated the chairman would begin the process in the near future.!!
In the past, Anders said, the board has hired outside consultants to fill key personnel positions.!!
At the news conference, Hance mentioned that two Tech chancellors, including himself, had 
experience in the public sector. He said the ability to work with people is an important quality to 
look for in his replacement.!!
Hance has been chancellor of the Tech system since 2006. His contract was extended twice, 
once in 2009 and again in 2010. He is the longest-serving of Tech’s three chancellors.!!
Hance, a native of Dimmit, graduated from Tech with a degree in business administration in 
1965. In his speech to the board, he noted it was 52 years and one month since his parents 
dropped him off at Bledsoe Hall.!!
Hance closed his speech the same way he’s closed many before.!!
“This is a great university. God bless this university, and remember: Dream no little dreams,” he 
said.!!
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