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Six weeks ago Ben Simmons put
on gloves and scooped about 50
maggot-filled bat carcasses out

of a client’s wall.
That was the first time the owner of

this Lee’s Summit house, John Wood,
saw the creatures that had been
screeching and scratching through
the night and stinking up the place.

“It was an annoyance because of the
noise and the scratches. And my cats
were flipping out,” says Wood. The
bats had crawled from his attic into
the walls, gotten stuck and died.

Last week, Simmons, of Catch-It
Wildlife and Pest Control Inc., came
back for the ones still alive.

Wildlife experts say bat trouble has

been on the rise lately … just in time
for Friday’s release of Christopher
Nolan’s Batman sequel, “The Dark
Knight Rises.”

“It’s this odd weather year that
made them more noticeable,” says
Tony Elliott, resource scientist and
bat expert at the Missouri Depart-
ment of Conservation.

Elliott says triple-digit tempera-
tures are responsible for the surge in
bat calls. Bats often seek out cooler
areas, dropping from attic rafters into
the lower living spaces or flying in
through open doors. 

Rita Arens of Lee’s Summit learned
this the hard way. 

When a kid left the door to the ga-
rage open, a rogue bat flew into her
basement to escape the 105 degree
heat. 

“It sounded like a pissed-off squir-
rel — with wings,” says Arens, who 
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NUISANCE | Who ya gonna call?

By BLAKE URSCH
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Not that Dark Knight guy:
Thanks to warmer weather,
pest companies do brisk
business against flying foes.

Casual music fans may not
have heard of Blake Mills, but
chances are they’ve heard his
work. 

The 24-year-old guitarist has
performed either live or in the
studio with Norah Jones, Kid

guitarist, and his solo album,
“Break Mirrors.”

How early did you start play-
ing guitar, and when did you
start to get serious about it?

I was around 10 years old, and
I was doing the same thing ev-
eryone else was when they got
started: trying to look like Kurt
Cobain. I started taking it seri-

form at the Midland theater,
opening for Fiona Apple and
then performing with her band. 

Mills got his start in music in
the rock band Simon Dawes,
which, after he left, became the
roots-rock band Dawes. Since
2006, he has been a solo artist
and a session guitarist, hired for
his specific style and tone.

The Los Angeles native spoke
to The Star about his rise as a

Horses and Jakob Dylan, among
others. Locally, he performed
with Lucinda Williams when
she played the Crossroads in
May 2011. 

It’s an impressive resume
that’s about to add another hon-
or: Eric Clapton has invited
Mills to perform at the 2013
Crossroads Guitar Festival at
Madison Square Garden. 

Tuesday night he will per-
Rock, Danger Mouse, Andrew
Bird, Jackson Browne, Band of

TUESDAY IN FYI: IS THERE HOPE FOR YOUR DROOPY, DEAD GARDEN?

THE REAL
‘BATMEN’

MUSIC

Clapton called; he wants Blake Mills to play the Garden
But you don’t have to go
to New York. The rising
young guitarist will be in
Kansas City on Tuesday.

TIMOTHY FINN

TFINN@KCSTAR.COM
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JENEÉ
OSTERHELDT'S
COLUMN WILL
RETURN ON
WEDNESDAY.
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OPEN FRI/SAT/SUN LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!
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11:20 2:30 5:40 8:50
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4:45 7:25 10:00
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MOST WANTED - DIGITAL
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THE AMAZING SPIDER-MAN
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2:00 4:30 6:45
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1:45

SCREENLAND CROWN CENTER
2450 Grand Blvd. • 816-545-8034

BERNIE: 2:00 • BEST EXOTIC MARIGOLD 4:10 8:45

ICE AGE:CONTINENTAL DRIFT
2:10 4:20 6:30 8:40

WWW.SCREENLAND.COM

To learn more, contact:
816-654-7654 • crc@kcumb.edu

1750 Independence Avenue
Kansas City, Missouri 64106-1453

Get a free
health screeninG!
The Dybedal Clinical Research Center, located on the
KCUMB campus in Kansas City’s Northeast Neigh-
borhood, is o!ering free health screenings, including:

• Cholesterol
• Blood Pressure
• Blood Glucose
• Height
• Weight
• BodyMass Index (BMI)
• Pulse

• Medication Review
• Cardiovascular Risk
Assessment

• Diabetes Risk
Assessment

• Smoking Cessation
Counseling

Appointments are available each afternoon, Mon. - Fri.

Free HIV and STI testing available
the !rst Tuesday of every month.

Follow us on:

Featuring All Digital Projection, Digital 3D,
Stadium Seating & Flicks Bar

Bargain Days! (Monday-Thursday)
$5 before 6pm, $7 after 6pm

*Select Features, Holidays & weekday !lm openings
excluded. 3D Movies & VIP Additional.

Showtimes listed for today only

Ice Age: Continental Drift 3D (PG)
! 11:00 1:15 3:45 4:25 6:15 8:45 9:10
Ice Age: Continental Drift (PG)
11:40 12:35 2:05 2:55 5:20 6:45 7:50 10:05
Savages (R) 11:10 1:55 4:45 7:40 10:30
Katy Perry: Part of Me 3D (PG)
11:50 2:15 4:40 7:05 9:20
*The Amazing SpiderMan 3D (PG13)
11:45 12:30 2:45 4:00 6:05 7:00 9:05 10:00
*The Amazing SpiderMan (PG13)
12:00 1:00 3:15 4:15 6:30 7:30 9:30 10:30
Madea’s Witness Protection (PG13)
11:55 2:35 5:15 7:55 10:25
Magic Mike (R) 11:05 1:40 4:20 7:45 10:10
Brave (PG) 12:10 2:25 7:10
Madagascar 3 (PG) 12:00 2:10 4:30
Ted (R) 12:05 2:30 5:10 6:50 7:35 9:25 10:20
Brave 3D (PG) 4:50 9:35

THE MAIN ATTRACTION
VIP Balcony | 21 & over Only | Daily Specials

ICE AGE: CONTINENTAL
DRIFT (PG) 12:35 2:55 5:20

MAGIC MIKE (R) 7:45 PM ONLY
TED (R) 10:20 PM ONLY

New Discounted VIP Matinee Pricing FRI/SAT!

S u d o k u  P u z z l e

Sudoku is like a crossword puzzle, 
but uses numbers instead of words.

The puzzle is a box of 81 squares, 
subdivided into 3x3 cubes of 9 
squares each. Some squares are fi lled 
in with numbers. The rest should be 
fi lled in by the puzzler.

Fill in the blank squares allowing 
the numbers 1-9 to appear only once 
in every row, once in every column 
and once in 
every 3x3 box.

One-star 
puzzles are 
for beginners, 
and the dif-
fi culty gradu-
ally increases 
through 
the week to a 
very challeng-
ing six-star 
puzzle.

Saturday’s Solution
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DEAR BILLY GRAHAM:
Do you believe it’s
possible for someone

to reject God all their lives
and live like the devil, then at
the last minute supposedly
believe in Jesus and be
saved? This happened with
my uncle, but I’ve wondered if
it was too late. — B.L.

DEAR B.L.: Only God knows,
of course, whether or not
your uncle was sincere when
he claimed he was commit-
ting his life to Christ. But if
he was, you can rejoice that
he is now in heaven.
You see, it’s never too late for
us to turn to Christ — be-
cause God has promised to
forgive anyone who honestly
turns to him in repentance
and faith. Do you remember
the two criminals who were
crucified with Jesus? One
mocked Jesus and refused to
believe he was the Savior —
but the other turned to Jesus

in faith and trust, believing
that Jesus could forgive his
sins and give him the gift of
eternal life. He was only
hours away from death — but
Jesus still welcomed him. He
said, “I tell you the truth,
today you will be with me in
paradise” (Luke 23:43).
At the same time, the Bible
repeatedly warns us not to
delay turning to Christ. Life
is uncertain; an accident or
sudden health crisis may
intervene, and we may not
have an opportunity to turn
to him. In addition, as we
grow older our hearts often
become hardened and in-
sensitive toward God. The
Bible warns, “Seek the Lord
while he may be found; call
on him while he is near”
(Isaiah 55:6).
Most of all, when we delay
turning to Christ, we miss the
years of joy and peace he
wanted to give us, and the
blessing of knowing he is
with us. Make sure of your
salvation by giving your life
to Christ today.
© 2012 Tribune Media Services
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WHY WAIT TO
TURN TO CHRIST? 
BILLY GRAHAM

FAITH

DEAR ABBY: There is a
guy at work I’ve been
attracted to for as long

as I have worked here — six
years. I work in the office and
he is in the field. We see each
other a couple of times a
week, if that.
We attended a retirement
party for one of the employ-
ees recently. He started pur-
suing me. We ended up get-
ting to know each other and
stayed together the rest of
the night. We seemed to get
along very well.
We took a drive, and he was
holding my hand and saying
all the things a woman wants
to hear. We kissed. When the
night came to an end, we sat
in his car and hugged and fell
asleep together. (He did not
push me to do anything more
than the kissing, hugging and
hand-holding, which I re-
spect.) It seemed like a beau-
tiful dream.

The following week at work
he claimed not to remember
much of that night, although
he seemed to have a smirk on
his face when he said it. Abby,
anytime I hook up with some-
one, I tell myself, “Let’s see
what happens,” and I don’t
pursue it any further, hoping
the guy will. (I’m shy when it
comes to men.) Then nothing
ever happens. I’ll be 30 soon
and I’ve been single almost 10
years.
Should I pursue this further, or
leave it alone and see what
happens as I’ve always done?
— Smitten in Michigan

DEAR SMITTEN: Whether you
pursue it further or leave it
alone, nothing is going to
happen with this fellow.
When he told you he “didn’t
remember” much about that
night, he was conveying the
message that you, too, should
forget it. So take the hint and
thank your lucky stars that
the “beautiful dream” wasn’t

more X-rated than the one
you described.

Theft of charity

DEAR ABBY: My wife and I
have a “friend” who is in-
volved in a charitable organi-
zation that provides donated
items to people in need via
community giveaways.
Over the years we have given
various items to this person to
use in these giveaways. How-
ever, we have noticed that
some of the items we have
given her are now showing up
in her home, and clothing we
donated is being worn by her
family members.
Abby, we donated because
we believed our things were
going to those in need. Are
we wrong to be upset that
they have been kept for her
family’s use? We are consid-
ering no longer giving our
donations to her. 
She is a wonderful person,
and we’re hesitant to confront

her with our concerns, but we
are left feeling our generosity
was abused. How should we
handle this? — Used and
Abused in Southern California

DEAR USED: Unless this
“wonderful person” has been
paying the organization for
your items, what she is doing
could be considered theft or
fraud and an abuse of your
generosity. To prevent it from
happening in the future,
deliver the items directly to
the organization and not to
her.

A question of will

DEAR ABBY: When is it ap-
propriate to ask a step-parent
about a deceased parent’s
will? I don’t want to cause any
hard feelings, but I think that
at some point I have a right to
know about my parent’s will.
— Cathy in Georgia

DEAR CATHY: Of course you
have the right to know about
the contents of your parent’s
will. I don’t know how long
your parent has been gone,
but if it has been more than a
month, contact his or her
attorney and inquire.
Write Dear Abby at
www.DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

© 2012 Universal Uclick 7/16

HER PROMISING
FLINGS USUALLY
GO NOWHERE

JEANNE PHILLIPS

DEAR ABBY

Wood’s home was the sixth or
seventh of the week for Sim-
mons, a wildlife control tech-
nician.

The Wood family’s bat trou-
bles started last year. 

First they noticed the acrid
smell. Then the late-night
screeching — John says it
sounds exactly like the open-
ing of “Scooby-Doo” — kept
John’s wife, Julie, awake. So
they called Simmons to come
bat-proof the house. It worked,
but a new roof earlier this year
undid all of the anti-bat pro-
tection Simmons left them. 

The smell came back. So did
the screeching. They called
Simmons again six weeks ago
— he left with a garbage sack
full of dead big brown bats,
and a plan to come back when
the pups were old enough to
fly.

So on Thursday, he set up
his ladder in the Woods’ mas-
ter bedroom closet and
climbed to the attic, coming
down with a handful of fluffy
insulation studded with brown
pellets. They were droppings,
definitely from a bat, he said.
How does he know? Since bat
droppings are made up mostly
of insect exoskeletons, they
look like glitter if ground into a
powder.

He climbed onto the roof to
find the bats’ entryway — a

chronicled the bat-tastrophe
on her blog, Surrender, Doro-
thy.

Arens, her husband and
brother-in-law took to the
basement with butterfly nets,
brooms and plastic bats to do
battle with the flying rodent
that Arens says looked like a
toy on a string. They managed
to stun the bat long enough to
move it outside, where it dis-
appeared.

“We decided that it must’ve
lived to see another day,” says
Arens.

Steve Painter, owner of
Catch-It, thinks the unseason-
ably warm winter also led to
the bat problem.

“All these animals — rac-
coons, squirrels, bats, even the
insects — they survived the
winter with minimal stress,”
Painter says. 

“They didn’t freeze to death,
they didn’t starve to death,
they came through healthy. So
obviously, healthy females
produce healthy young.”

Two common species of
pest bats in this area are little
brown bats and big brown
bats. Known as colony bats,
they gather in caves to raise
their young, but in many cases
they seek out attics instead.

Those colonies can cause a
number of problems. For one,

bats naturally produce a mus-
ky odor that, combined with
the smell of their feces, or gua-
no, and the stench from decay-
ing dead bats, can permeate
the walls and gross out unsus-
pecting families.

They also pose a health risk.
Bat guano is a breeding
ground for a type of fungus
known as histoplasmosis, the
spores of which can be fatal if
inhaled by humans. The guano
also attracts beetles and other
insects, sometimes causing
more infestations. 

Painter has about 75 cases on
his “bat list,” homeowners
who have called with bat trou-
bles since May.

Pest control companies usu-
ally eliminate colonies
through “exclusion,” devices
that allow bats to go outside
for their nightly feedings but
not re-enter. 

Companies must wait until
midsummer to act because
that’s when the bat pups, usu-
ally born in May, are old
enough to fly out. It’s an eco-
logical issue and a practical
one — no one wants dead or-
phaned bats in the house.
Most years, that’s not until late
July or early August. But Elliott
says this year, perhaps because
of the warm weather, the pups
have matured early.

Thursday’s bat call to John

loose seam between two levels
of roofing. The droppings
around the opening were the
smoking gun. 

Simmons fashioned a simple
device: a plastic pipe attached
to the sloping roof with chick-
en wire. The bats can slip
down and out but can’t scram-
ble back up and in. One by one,
the bats will leave and be
forced to find lodging else-
where.

Simmons sealed up other
potential points of entry: loose
shingles and cracks in the sid-
ing. In some cases he returns
with a mask and protective
suit to clean up the guano that
the exiled bats have left.

He says a good size bat colo-
ny is usually 30 to 40 bats, but
if families don’t catch the
problem soon, it can grow to a
couple hundred.

Despite the smell, the
screeching and the mess, bats
actually help their human
neighbors. They are the top
predator of night-flying in-
sects and eat mosquitoes.
Wood notices that they don’t
see many mosquitoes in their
neighborhood. He has no
problem with bats, he says.

He just doesn’t want them in
his house.
To reach Blake Ursch call
816-234-4266 or send an email
to bursch@kcstar.com.

BATS: They just want to cool off
FROM C1


