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Shryock Farms' 10th Annual Corn Maze
Shryock’s offers twisting trails for the fall
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September 08, 2011

Mike Shryock, co-owner of Shryock’s Callaway Farms, wants his visitors to get lost, but he by no
means wants them to leave. Every year, Shryock designs and mows part of his family’s farm into a
16-acre corn maze and invites guests from around mid-Missouri to navigate the winding paths.
“People of all ages have a blast,” Shryock says. “A lot of college students and groups will come out.
Everybody has a really good time.”

Shryock is the fifth generation to farm the land, which has fostered countless crops of corn, grain,
soybeans and wheat over the years. After graduating college in 1999, he entered the family business
with his father, uncle and cousin. In 2002, the family purchased equipment for navigation and data
collection in the fields, and Shryock had an idea.

“My cousin and I worked with (the navigation and data collection technology) and decided that we
could probably lay out our own corn maze,” Shryock says. “We’d heard of corn mazes in other parts
of the country, and we figured we had a good location to try something like that.”

In 2002, the maze was a 7-acre rendering of Mizzou’s tiger logo. Due to popularity, the maze has
more than doubled in size. There have been many incarnations since the tiger — Shryock’s personal
favorite was 2005’s Great American Corn Maze, which featured the faces of past presidents on Mount
Rushmore.

This year, the maze is a tribute to Grandma Verna Shryock, who celebrated her 90th birthday in July.
It features a birthday cake and Grandma Shryock’s friendly face.

Adorable as it might be, creating the sprawling labyrinth is no easy task. The job starts in the spring
when Shryock brainstorms the theme and design of the maze. Once he makes a decision, the real work
begins.

It’s a surprisingly high-tech process. First, Shryock uses spatial management software developed for
agricultural purposes to import his design before drawing the maze around it. After the maze is drawn
using the computer, he plots nearly 1,200 points of latitude and longitude with individual mouse
clicks.

After saving the map to a data card and waiting until the corn is around 10 inches tall, he ventures out
into the field armed with a backpack-mounted GPS to guide him, and places 1,200 flags in the field at
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each of the points from the computer map. From there, he waits until the corn is two feet tall; then it’s
just a matter of connecting the dots with his tractor, but accidents do happen. Shryock’s beloved
Mount Rushmore maze was slightly flawed around George Washington’s nose, but he wasn’t
discouraged. “You have to make a pretty big mistake on a little lawn mower for it to show up on 16
acres,” he says.

Like the visitors meandering the trails, taking in the crisp air and feeling the crunch of fallen
cornstalks under their feet, Shryock often loses track of time with his mazes at Shryock Farms. In fact,
he’d like to remain willfully unaware of just how much time he spends on the planning and
construction of each maze.

“I haven’t really kept track of how many hours I’ve spent doing one; I’d really kind of hate to think of
how many hours it takes,” he says with a laugh.
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